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Clerk announces security system to thwart terrorists

Macomb County
Clerk/Register  of  Deads
Carmella Sabaugh announesd a
Adocument sscurity system fo
make it harder for terrorlsts to
use frandulent documents. It
‘miay be the first of its kind in the
nation Record holders,
employers amd instifutions with
-possession of & cartified copy of
-2 Macomb County birth record
or other vital records may use
the system, when its completed.
to wverify online whether the
record 1z authentic, The system
will only apply to Macomb
County  wital records,  but
Sabangh hopes it will be adopted
by ather counties of the state.

“We found a way lo use
technolegy o prevent fraud and
‘save money for taxpayers,”
Sabaugh sald. “When this
gystem is fully implemented,
Macomb County reconds will be
the mest seoure and reliable in
“Michigan, My hope is that this
“application could be applied
_gtatewide.”

Sabawgh's document security
system  will enable persons
‘needing to verify whether a
Macomb County vital record is
authentic by typing in the key
information on the document,
Including the document's unique
“soeurity puper  identifieation
number and lz=ue date. The
system protects privacy because
_information cannoé be verified
by anyone unless they actually
hawe possession of a paper copy
of the document. A test sife is

_already funetional and
illustrates how the final system
Sl work at

W macomboountymi. gov/ eler
Jksoffice.

“This system will help in the
fiaght agninst  fraudulent
idocuments”  said  Macomb
County Proesecutor Eric Smith,
whi has actively parsued those
parpefrating identity thefts. "It
vhelps verify whether a document
*ks authentie.”

Sabaugh announced a birth
records protection systemn this
smmer in partnership with the

Social Security Administration
that is estimated by the 554 to
save 257,000 over the first five
years, The Immigration Reform
and Terrorist Prevention Act,
affactive last December, requires
the S3A to get third party
verification of birth records, For
axample, when a person applies
for a Social Security card they
mst present a hirth certificate,
Each birth certiflcate must now
be individeally verified as
authentic by S5A staff, even If it
is & certifted copy  Using
Sabsngh's new gystem, SEA staff
may now wverify birth reconds
online instead of making a trip
to the clerk’s office The new
system means &l Macomb
County vital records can seon be
virified, including birth, death,
marriage and business records,
instead of only birth certificates.

“Macomb  County  Clerk
Carmella Sabaugh's program

could be a model for the nation,”
said Sorial Secarily
Administration District

Manager Willlam Seaman. "This
is an example of national and
local  gowernment  working
together (o solve a problem and
SVE TOnEy”

~This system will enable my

staff to spend more time at the
counter providing individual
gervice to the public and less
time verifying records,” Sabaugh
zaid. "If the system was applied
to driver's licenses or other
statewide documents, it could
help restaurant owners make
sure minors were not served
aloohod and also help make sure
employess’ documents are in
ordar”

Records issned in Qetober will
he covered by the system.
Sabaugh plans to have vital
record exchange days in the
oiming  months.  Anvone
possessing a certified copy of a
Macmmb County birth certifieats
or other record lssued prior fo
COctober will be able to exchange
them fiot free for a certified copy
on new securlty paper, after
Sabangh’s staff confirms the
record’s anthenticity and that

person presenting the pecord has
the right fo possess it. The
systern will be provided by
Affiliated Computer Services
Ine., as part of its vital records
package.

Thiz is not the first time
Sahaugh has used technology to
improve service She recently
pasted on the Internet the names
of candidates with campaign
finance  violations. She also

offers & 24-hoor fax-on-demand
sarviee, accepts  all. court
documents  via  fax  filing,
provides copies of public real
estate records online and even
Tets jurors reguest Hbrary books

via the Internet, Other
innovations are - listed at
http:/ S macombeountymi.gov/C
LERKSOFFICE/ AboutMacomb
CountyClerklerkRegisterofles
deCarmellaSabaugh.asp.




